A BRIEF HISTORY OF

ENGLISH



U\e vaghsh anquage S 2 combinaﬁon of mavxg different

influences. vaghsh s lke a hearTi ulanguage sTew made with
a varieTg of ingredievﬂs, all of which add To ifs flavor, color
and appearance




1
—

he deve|0pmeV\T of The [V\ghsh |aV\9ua9e can be divided info

\ree major periocls:

v d Englsh (417 AD. — 1065 AD)
v Tiddle Englsh (065 AD. — 1500 AD)
v' lodem Ewg\ish (]300 Al — Presem)
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Engkmd S parT of a \arger is\avxd known as BriTain.

AFRICA



The island of Britain consists of

Englamd, Jeatland, and Wales. In

ancient Times, kowever, These
counTries were nol geT separaTe;
the enfire island was known

England

simP\CL)L as "BriTaiV\."




The origma| inhabitants of Britain were known as the
Britons (also known as the Celts or Celtic pe0p|e).




“\e Romam invaded BriTavmia \oegivw\mg n LR A.D., easi|g
d@feaTiV\g the Lelfs and putling them under Roman control




Ater the Roman invasion, Britain (BriTavmia) became parT of the Roman
nire, the |ar9esT and most powerful empire the world had ever seen
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ROMAN EMPIRE

AT ITS GREATEST EXTENT



The Romans \orough’r their own cu

Ture—ivxdudivxg archiTecTure, roads,
9ovemmevﬂ, and |an9ua9e—To al

ParTs of their massive emPire.
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ROMAN EMPIRE

AT ITS GREATEST EXTENT



ince Latin was the anquage of the Romans, it was spoken in al
parTs of the Roman EmPire, Mc|uciin9 Britannia
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ROMAN EMPIRE

AT ITS GREATEST EXTENT



So, before the hisTorg of Enghsh even oﬁficia”g began, | atin had a|reaclg made

tself known in Britain [aﬂ and @ were a|readg “iV\ the. sTew poT,”even

Tnough more Lafin would be added later and the Celfic would evevﬂua”g

isappear for the most parT.




OLD
ENGLISH

449 A.D. - 1066 A.D.



Over fime, The Roman [mPire grew S0 |ar9e that it became difficult o control.
ventually, The EmPire became weaker and more vulnerable o aftacks unfil it

fma”g Coll in Y16 AD. (The Fall of the Roman Erpire)

Invasions of the

= %, Roman Empire
) . 100 - 500 CE
: 2 &

Western
Roman
Empire




The Fall of Rome Begavx the.historical period known as the
liddle Ages, also known as The “Dark Ages." [he "\ighT" of

the RomaV\ EmPire had been exTMguished.




[n T AD. in the midst of this weakenmg of the Roman [mpire and The onsel
of the Uark Ages, Britain was invaded bb{ several bermanic tribes (from the

area now known as Germang): the Angles, the Saxom, and The Jutes “\eg
pushed many of the Celfs info the areas now known as Wales

The routes taken by the Angles, <
Saxons and Jutes to Britain
in the 5th century =
EZ
/‘ ¢




The area that the AV\E

" AV\9|e|aV\d, " a name w

|o- axons Mvaded became kV\owV\ as

nich would later evolve info [wgland."
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The |aV\9ua9e of The An9|o-8axovxs (as these invaders were

called) was crucial To the basis of the vaghsh |an9ua9e. [t was

clurmg this Time that their brand of bermanic |aV\9ua9e,

known as Anglo-Saxon, was added To the [vxghs " sfew poT. "




Evevﬂua”gu EhrisTiaV\iTg sPread To Eng\avxd, and The Avxg\o-

Jaxons were converfed from Pagans o Dhristians.
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dince Latin is the \awguage of the Uhristian U\urch,
more |atin enfered the [nghsh |aV\9ua9e durmg
this fime of Christianization




IV\ mU AD VI‘(IV\ S Came FFO'Y\ Norwag, SWQClQV\
aV\d DeV\mark aV\d IV\V&de [V\E]IaV\d




In TOU A.D., Vikivxgs came from Norwagu Sweden,

and Denmark and invaded [V\9|6V\d.




Once these Vi\(ings invaded, Their \anguage

(\(V\own as 0|d Norse) also became parT of the
EV\9|iSh STew. ;




MIDDLE
ENGLISH

1066 A.D. - 1500 A.D.



1 J.Uﬁﬁ A.D., a major cleve|0|omevﬁ occurred in The kisTorg of

nglish when the Norman-french invaded England.
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As a result of this invasion. French was

added To The "Eng\ish STQ\M.”




ince french came from Latin, even more | atin
enfered the [nghsh |aV\9ua9e (Through Frenc )
during this Time




he Bageux IapesTrg s a B0-foot lonc

that Tells The sTorg of the events |eaclin2
ConquesT of [ngland.

e,mbroic

ered cloth

up To T

e NOFVY\aV\




The Bageux IapesTrg s a B0-foot lonc

that tells the sTorg of The evenTs |eaclw\c
ConquesT of Englavxd

embroic‘

ered cloth

up To T

e NOFVY\aV\




The capTiom on the TapesTrg are embroidered in Lafin. The entire TapesTrg S

basica“g a huge "comic sTrip' written in Lafin. Lafin was the |aV\9ua9e used
bg historians and scholars during the [liddle Ages, and most pe0p|e would have

at least recognized basic Lafin from their prager books,




MODERN
ENGLISH

1500 A.D. - PRESENT



Around ]300 there was a renewed inferest in the breek \anguage
when The ciTg of EOV\STaV\TiV\Ople was conquered \35{ the Turks

N




EUI’OPQ aV\d Sl'laI’QC

anquage with the

reek scholars |iviV\9 in ConsTaV\TiV\0p|e fled 10 other countries in

Their \(V\ow|edge of ancient breece and the breek

Enghsk and Eumpeaw scholars.




As a resull, man M words entered the English |an9ua9e al
This Time. (Oﬂ\er éreek words had enfered the |an9ua9e much
earlier Througk Latin, since The Romans borrowed many breek
words and ‘[aTiV\izecl" ﬂ\em.) '
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Because of his exP\oraTiow and colonization, man
new words from maV\g difFerent \awguages enfered
info the Eng\isl\ sTew.




Todagu he "[nglisk sTew”is a rich mixture of words coming

from nany different anquiages

Anglo-Saxon Greek

[ ]
French Old Norse Latln Celric Romanian
cottis 1 ian




Eng\ish's three [TAJOR ancestors, however, are:

v AV\9|0-8axon 00‘23%)
v Latin (0%

v Grack (10 )
Togeﬂ\er, these Three |aV\9uaEes make up 1-90% of

EV\9|iSk. Evergjkimg else is in the remaiV\ing )%



